
Architectural Wind™ Installation at the Kettle Foods Factory - Beloit, WI

Architectural Wind™ 

At Kettle Foods, minimizing its environmental footprint is business as usual. So when the Oregon-
based producer of all-natural potato chips decided to add a manufacturing plant in Beloit, Wisconsin, 
it wanted to be the “greenest” in the U.S. This meant imposing ambitious green-building standards, 
and to help them meet these standards, the company called on AeroVironment, Inc. and its new 
Architectural Wind™ system.

Designed for both urban and suburban settings, the small and attractive Architectural Wind™ system 
is installed on top of tilt-up or pre-cast buildings, with little or no structural impact and no tall support 
tower required. It also takes advantage of a building’s aerodynamic properties to generate power; the 
wind accelerates as it flows up and over the building, resulting in 15% faster wind speed and more 
than a 50% increase in power. AeroVironment has installed the system on buildings throughout the 
country, providing both reliable, non-polluting electric power and visual enhancement.

In September 2007, AeroVironment installed an 18-kilowatt Architectural Wind™ system on Kettle 
Foods’ new 73,000-square-foot factory in Beloit. The system’s 18 turbines (1000 watts each) provide 
the plant with enough clean electricity to produce 56,000 bags of potato chips each year. Architectural 
Wind™ also adds an aesthetic component to the building that communicates a visual commitment to 
using renewable energy.

In addition to using wind turbines, the plant offsets 100% of its emissions with the purchase of renew-
able energy credits and utilizes high-efficiency lighting and a heat-recovery system. Employing these 
and other measures has yielded Kettle Foods greater efficiencies and cost savings, as well as local 
and national recognition for environmental leadership. For example, the Beloit plant is the first food 
manufacturing facility to earn the U.S. Green Building Council’s Gold level certification for Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED®).

“We’re proud to receive this kind of recognition for our ongoing commitment to sustainable initiatives,” 
says Tim Fallon, president of Kettle Foods North America. “The contribution of AeroVironment in help-
ing us meet our ambitious green-building standards was most significant.”

More information about the Architectural Wind™ system is available via email at wind@avinc.com or 
on the Web at www.avinc.com/wind.  
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